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NATIONAL YOUTH WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Youth 
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Youth) [3.04 pm]: Young people across Western 
Australia will be encouraged to take part in a variety of activities to celebrate National Youth Week, which runs 
from 1 to 10 April this year. It is an opportunity for young people to shine and be recognised for their valuable 
contributions to their local communities, and this year’s theme, “Own It”, supports this notion.  

As the biggest event on the annual youth calendar, the celebration of youth week will involve the staging of 
thousands of events across the country and competitions and concerts for young people to get involved in. In 
Western Australia, state funding of more than $72 000 was given for communities to host events across the state 
in celebration of youth week. This has culminated in a variety of events, including the week’s flagship event the 
KickstART Youth Markets at the Perth cultural centre, which I opened on the weekend, that featured free 
activities and entertainment from talented young street performers. Young people will also be able to enter a film 
competition this year using mobile phone technologies or webcams to submit entries that explore this year’s 
theme, Own It. Hip-hop workshops and hundreds of smaller community events across the state this year have 
been specifically developed with the aim of connecting with our younger generations in a language they 
understand.  

To close the week, I will host this year’s Western Australian youth awards, which highlight the rising talents and 
achievements of our young people. This year we have received more entries than ever before. There were 
106 entries across eight award categories this year, covering a range of fields, including the arts, education, the 
environment, community service, and sport and recreation. I look forward to meeting all our finalists at the 
awards ceremony this weekend.  

I take this opportunity to thank long-time sponsors involved in events across the state, and make special mention 
of Youthbeyondblue, which increased its funding this year in support of the importance youth week has in 
Western Australia. Youthbeyondblue has a specific focus on young people aged 12 to 25 years and administers 
programs and projects that centre on early intervention and prevention of high-prevalence mental health 
problems for young people, and also on raising community awareness of these issues. These important issues 
should take as much of a front seat as the celebrations we hold when we mark youth week as they are highly 
relevant to our young people and the pressures they face in everyday life.  

I also take the opportunity to inform members that this week I will launch a young people and alcohol 
publication that aims to provide practical and useful information to parents who want to raise teenagers with a 
responsible attitude towards alcohol use, which the state government has been raising the profile of since we 
formed government. I encourage all members to participate in their local activities throughout the week. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


